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bombing and to pay tribute to those who lost
their lives or loved ones as a result of the
bombing of the Federal building at Oklahoma
City.

On such a solemn occasion it is difficult to
find the words which accurately express my
sorrow and my outrage. My heart goes out in
full to the innocent men, women, and children
who were robbed of their lives or permanently
wounded in this savage attack just 1 year ago.
I also extend my deepest sympathies to the
victims families and loved one’s, who have
suffered such loss.

On this day, I must restate my commitment
to preventing such acts of terror from ever
happening again. By learning from this trag-
edy, we ensure that those who died did not do
so in vain. The time has come to adopt a new
vigilance. While nothing will bring back the lost
lives, justice must be upheld. We will do ev-
erything possible to ensure that the perpetra-
tors of this act do not escape punishment.

A year has gone by and still the memory of
this horrific day is embedded in our minds as
if it occurred yesterday.

While I am pleased to see the people of
Oklahoma City rebuilding both their city and
their lives, I realize that their wounds still run
very deep. I urge them to continue pushing
forward. Their strength and unity throughout
this crisis serves as an example for us all.
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Mr. COOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, today
I am introducing a bill to provide for a 6-year
‘‘clean authorization’’ for the Bureau of Land
Management [BLM]. The Bureau of Land Man-
agement is the only agency in the Department
of Interior that is not permanently authorized.
Since 1982, the BLM has been operating with-
out an authorization forcing the Appropriations
Committee to do the work of the authorizing
committee.

Chairman DON YOUNG of the Resources
Committee, Chairman HANSEN of the authoriz-
ing subcommittee, Chairman RALPH REGULA of
the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, and
I are introducing this bill that will authorize the
BLM. The Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 [FLPMA] requires the reau-
thorization of the BLM, but due to political
wrangling, the BLM is without an authorization.

Last Congress, under the leadership of Con-
gressman BRUCE VENTO, a bipartisan effort
passed a 2-year clean authorization that made
it through the House. This bill is adding onto
that effort and will go one step farther and pro-
vide the BLM with a clean 6-year authoriza-
tion.

This clean authorization will provide the
agency with the ability to conduct long-term
planning and make the management decisions

necessary to properly care for more than 270
million acres under BLM control.

I would urge my colleagues to support this
clean authorization.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the students in Mr. Skip Mohatt’s
civics class at Amador Valley High School in
Pleasanton, CA. These students recently
placed first in Sacramento, CA, to win the
statewide ‘‘We the People’’ civics class com-
petition.

Amador Valley High School and Mr. Mohatt
have had a long history of success in this
competition. This is the third year in a row that
Amador Valley High Students have come in
first and the fourth time in 5 years that they
have won the State title. Last year, Amador
Valley High School was the national cham-
pion. I want to commend Mr. Mohatt and his
students for this extraordinary achievement
and to wish the class luck. They are here to
defend their national championship title in 2
weeks.

I would like to take this opportunity to men-
tion the students by name, In alphabetical
order, the 1996 California State champions
are: Evan Anderson, Jamie Bartlett, Matthew
Brehm, Jarold Bunas, MacKenzie Bundgard,
Erin Callahan, Michael Campbell, Ryan Darst,
Leah Dellanini, Chad Duffy, Heather Erskine,
Jared Fixmer, Michelle Gilbert, Kristin John-
son, Erin Kettwig, Beatrice Korbel, Jason Lew,
David Loughnot, Abimbola Majekodunmi,
Christina Nystrom, Tina O’Keefe, Angie Picco,
Bill Reaugh, Joseph Sabbagh, Olivia San
wong, Christine Splitt, Paula Tee, Randall
Wat, Eric Willett, and Katrine Wilson.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that you and my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating these
students on their recent first place finish and
to wish them luck in the upcoming competi-
tion.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, on May 4, 1996,
Radio Vision, a service organization in my
20th Congressional District of New York which
is staffed entirely by volunteers will celebrate
its 15th annual ‘‘Volunteer Recognition Day.’’

Radio Vision provides day-to-day informa-
tion and local news to those who are most in

need of it. A visually handicapped person’s ac-
cess to the media is limited to radio and TV
broadcasts which primarily focus on national
and world news stories. For someone that has
difficulty holding or reading a newspaper, local
news and information—such as stories which
are having sales, new facilities opening in the
vicinity and the accomplishments of our neigh-
bors—are difficult to obtain.

Radio Vision is a closed-circuit radio broad-
casting service that provides news and infor-
mation free of charge to blind and sight-im-
paired individuals throughout four counties in
the Hudson Valley region of New York. Its vol-
unteers read local news, topical literature,
shopping hints, and other vital information to
the more than 400 blind, sight-impaired or oth-
erwise disabled Hudson Valley residents who
subscribe to the Radio Vision service.

One hundred and five volunteers contributed
their time and talents this past year to make
Radio Vision a success. These volunteers are
highly deserving of our gratitude and special
recognition. Without their efforts, sight-im-
paired people would have no access to the
day-to-day information, especially regarding
local events, that the rest of us all take for
granted. The visually handicapped have come
to count on Radio Vision as a reliable source
for information about their communities.

For the past 15 years, Daniel Hulse has
done superlative work as program director. In
addition, Carol Cleveland and many others
have done a tremendous job, working tire-
lessly to coordinate the volunteers who find
time to aid disadvantaged members of their
community. All of these volunteers deserve
our recognition and appreciation.

We are all indebted to these selfless volun-
teers whose hard work has enriched the lives
of so many of my constituents, and I am proud
to honor them today by calling to the attention
of my colleagues their outstanding services.

f
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the memory of an outstanding
public servant in my community, Mr. Raymond
Chmela, president of the Hawthorne Park Dis-
trict Board, who passed away March 31, 1996.

Mr. Chmela also served as a building in-
spector for the town of Cicero and coordinated
the town’s July 4 festival. A Korean war Army
veteran, Mr. Chmela was active in many youth
organizations in Cicero, including serving as
past president of the South Cicero Baseball
Association. He served on the Park District
Board for 9 years.

Mr. Speaker, I extend my condolences to
the family of this fine public servant, including
his wife Roberta.
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